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[bookmark: _GoBack]Needed on stage: 1 floor lamp plugged into a power strip. (Note the power strip should not be plugged in…this should be obvious to the congregation.) After a few attempts to turn light on plug the power strip into an open socket in the power strip…attempt to turn light on again. Act surprised that the lamp doesn’t come on. Hopefully with a little help from the congregation realize that you need to be plugged into where the power is, unplug power strip and plug it into a working outlet-turn light on.

Open your Bibles, if you would, to Acts chapter 1. We are going to pick up in Acts 1:12.

We are in a sermon series working our way through the book of Acts as we look at what Jesus continued and continues to do through His church.

Luke ends his gospel with Jesus rising from the grave on the third day. He then open his 2nd book, in the first few verse of Acts, with Jesus taking the next 40 days meeting with and teaching His disciples as He gave them many convincing proofs of His resurrection.

Then in verse 8, right before He ascends back up into heave, Jesus says this: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 (ESV)

The power needed to be His witness, to take the message of salvation to the ends the earth, till the end of this age, is promised in the person and work of the Holy Spirit.
The same Spirit that Jesus relied upon during His earthly ministry is the same Spirit that came upon the early disciples. 

And it is the same Spirit who has been given to you and to me at the moment of our salvation!

But if we are not tapped into, if we are not plugged into that power we will never let our light shine in this dark world that so desperately needs the light of the gospel.

The power is there, but are you plugged in?

You might be thinking; how do I get plugged in? (I’m glad you asked!) This morning we are going see how the disciples got plugged into that power of the Holy Spirit.

Let’s look here at Acts 1:12. 

My Bible has a heading for this section: Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas. The publisher adds those headings in our Bibles to help us find sections of the Bible. They are not part of the original text.

When Luke wrote Acts he didn’t put these headings in. But He did, under the leading of the Holy Spirit, put this section in.

Remember Luke is a historian He researched and studied the life of Jesus and the birth of the church. And he is writing with a purpose.

So he is selecting not only what to include but where to put it.

And as we do, let’s pray.

Acts 1:12: Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 

Ok, so they had just been up on Mt. Olivet where Jesus was taken up into heaven and while they were standing there looking up two guys appear and say: Why are you standing looking up in the sky? Get going!”

So the walk a “Sabbath day’s journey” back to Jerusalem. A Sabbath day’s journey, or just over half a mile, is the distance a Jew could walk on the Sabbath without breaking the Law.

I love the details Luke recodes. Remember Luke is writing to establish the historical credibility and trustworthiness of the records of the events around Christ and the spread of His church. 

Let’s go on: 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 

14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

So get this. Gathered together in this upper room we have the eleven disciples, Judas who betrayed Jesus is dead. There are some of the women along with Jesus’ mother. 

And evidently through Jesus post resurrection appearances His brothers have become believers and are present too.

What did they do? Jesus just told them to go to Jerusalem and wait. So they wait.

They wait for the power, the Holy Spirit to come upon you.

But while they were waiting they didn’t just go about their business. 
They didn’t return to their fishing nets to earn a little extra cash to cover their cost of staying in Jerusalem. They didn’t even take advantage of the opportunity of being in Jerusalem to take in a few of the sights.

No, they waited and they begin to pray. 

Knowing the disciples, they probably still didn’t quite get what this power thing that Jesus promised. But Jesus said wait. So wait they did. 

They waited…and they prayed.

We don’t know what they prayed, just that they were united with one accord, in total agreement, they joined together and were devoted to, fervent ongoing prayer.

In the original Greek text the word here for prayer has the definite article before it so you could read this “they were devoted to ‘the’ prayer.”

While I am sure they prayed for many things, the implication is that they were praying specifically for the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send His Holy Spirit. 

Notice something else here too! Sometimes we read too fast. 

Look at verse 15: In those days… In those days….

Man, was that a prayer meeting! 

This was not some quick blessing over the meal or a token prayer before a business meeting. 

NO! This was days of prayer. 

Jesus said wait, so they waited. But as they waited they devoted themselves to prayer. And as they prayed, they prayed with an expectation that Jesus would fulfill His promises.

This prayer meeting starts with “the 11” (the 12 disciples minus Judas who had hung himself after he betrayed Jesus), few women and Jesus mother and brothers. 

So there may have been around 20 people in that upper room praying to start with.

But then verse 15 goes on: “In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120)…”

From just a hand full of people praying to within just a few days there are now 120 people praying.

As of last Sunday, our YTD average weekly attendance is 123 people. 

For several month now, on the second Sunday of the month, we have had a prayer meeting here at 5:30 in the evening.

To be honest, right now, I would be excited IF we could get 15 to 20 people gather for prayer. 

But I can tell you this. With just the handful of faithful saints that have been gathering over the past few months, I have seen the difference their prayers have made in the lives of individuals and in the life of this church as a whole.

Paying off the mortgage this summer is just one example of what these prayers have helped to bring about.

But friends I’ll be honest with you we need more people praying. 

I can only begin to imagine what would happen if we can get 120 devoted people gathered together for regular, consistent fervent prayer.

Just think about what God could do in your home, in your life situation right now if you were plugged into the Holy Spirit and the power of God through a devoted prayer life.

What could God do in this church if we together plugged into His power through our prayers? 

What could He do through this church to let His light shine in our community if we were plugged into God’s power through prayer?

I can tell you what God did with this group 120 people who were plugged into the power of the Holy Spirit some 2000 years ago.

Within just a couple generations of this prayer meeting, starting with this group 120 people, the gospel will spread across the known world, throughout the Roman Empire, to the point where there will an estimated 1.5 million Christians.

This happened in a time when there were no planes trains or even anything faster than a sail boat. There was no radio, TV, internet, Facebook or twitter for that matter.

All it took was a hand full of people who were devoted to prayer and were willing to be led by God.

Ok. After Jesus ascended they went to Jerusalem and they waited. They waited with an expectations that God will fulfill His promises.

As they waited they prayed. They didn’t form a committee. They didn’t come up with their agenda and plan and pray…Lord bless the plan.

They waited, and they listened for the Lord’s leading and then as the Lord led them they prayed in accordance to His leading. 

And as they prayed God opened His word. He used His Word, the Scriptures to guide and direct them.

After days of waiting and praying Peter get up and in verse 16 he says: “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand…”

Here Peter affirms the authority of Scripture. The Bible is not just the writings of men. It is the record of what God spoke written down through these men as they were led by the Holy Spirit.

Peter will quote from two separate Psalms (Ps. 69:25 and Ps. 109:8), in this section. These Psalms were written thousands of years before these events took place as God spoke through David and told what would happen.

Scripture had to be fulfilled because it is God’s word and God can not lie, He will keep His word.

Peter then goes on to say that God had foretold in His word that Judas would betray Jesus and that he would kill himself.

Then in at the end of verse 20, still quoting Scripture Peter says: ‘Let another take his office.’ 

In effect, Peter, after days or prayer, days of waiting on the Lord, says; here is what God’s word says we should do.

In that upper room, as they were waiting upon the Lord, they prayed. And as they prayed the Lord began to direct them through His word-the Bible.

This is so important that we get this. The Holy Spirit will never lead you in any direction that is contrary to the clear teaching in God’s word, the Bible.

If you ever find yourself thinking that God is leading you do something, and that something is clearly not consistent with God’s word…well let me tell you…It NOT God who is leading you!

It may just be your own desires that you are trying to “sanctify” by say that God told you.

It may even be “a” spirit, that is a spirit of this age who is leading you astray, but it is not God.

As we wait on the Lord and trust that His promises will come to pass, we must persist in prayer, praying that He will make His will for us known.

We must be committed to God’s word the Bible and we must lean on the Holy Spirit to guide us and lead us into all truth.

And when that truth is made known to us we must be willing to act on it.

As they prayed God confirmed through His word that the disciples needed to replace Judas. 

They decided that the qualifications, as we see starting in verse 21, had be someone who had been with them from the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, starting with His baptism.

And he had to have remain faithful and was still with them until Jesus “was taken up”.

Two men were put forward who meet these qualification.

Look down at verse 23: “And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 

Both men were equally qualified to replace Judas. Either one, from a human standpoint could do the job.

So again, the disciples prayed: 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 

“Lord we’re not sure here. We got our legal pad out and drew a line down the middle making two columns down, pros and cons. 

And as we see it either man would do. Lord, you show us what to do and we will do it.”

Then they do something that we might find a bit strange.

Look here at verse 26: “And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias…” 

It’s not quit a role of the dice, but it’s that not far off either. 

Basically they couldn’t decide so they wrote each man’s name down on a small stone or piece of wood and then put them in a bag. They then shook the bag. And the first name out of the bag was it.

Now remember, Acts is a transitional book. The casting of the lots was a common Old Testament practice.

The Holy Spirit was no doubt active and present but not like we think of Him today. Pentecost, the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit hasn’t happened yet. 

That’s next week when we get to chapter 2. But here is Acts chapter 1, this is still OT working of the Spirit. 

Today, you and I have the Spirit of God in us who confirms in our Spirits, if we are listening, what God’s will is for us.

But here in Acts 1, they waited on the Lord’s promises. They devoted themselves to prayer. They understood God’s word and the role it plays in their lives.

And when the Holy Spirit made God’s will known to them, Matthias “was numbered with the eleven apostles.”

Once they understood God’s leading that acted upon it, with no hesitation, no second guessing, no questions asked. They just did it.

[Pause]

There is an old say, “If Mohammed will not go to the mountain, the mountain must come to Mohammed.”

Well here’s version of that saying: If you won’t come to the prayer meeting then the prayer meeting must come to you.

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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